Exploring Stigma towards Cannabis Consumption in Canada with Consideration
of Age and Gender Differences MEMORIAL

Emily Rowe'?, Ashlee Coles', Laura Harris-Lane', Dr. Lisa Bishop?, Dr. Nick Harris', Rachel Howells? ,Dr. Jennifer Donnan? %’

Memorial University of Newfoundland
'Department of Psychology; School of Pharmacy

I n t rOd U Ct on Total Stigma for Age and Sex of Cannabis Res U l‘ts Stigmatizing Attitudes Based on Participants’
+ Although cannabis is becoming a more normalized substance, stereotypes of cannabis 16 - Consumers OFemale History of Cannabis Use
consumers persist.!2 | BMale | "
« Public stigma generates discrimination against people who use substances, causing 14 1 " | .
shame, isolation, and devaluation that perpetuate inequities.’ ., o ,’ o
, . . . o 12 aa Age 2 = .11 o
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Discussion and Limitations

« Qur findings indicate that stigma remains a concern, particularly toward younger consumers. This is a concern as younger ages of initiation have

Specific Predictors Explored been linked to adverse outcomes such as the development of a cannabis use disorder.8°

« Qur results revealed a generational difference in stigmatizing attitudes toward cannabis consumers, possibly because of cannabis prohibitions
which instilled negative perceptions about cannabis.

+ There were no differences between stigma toward males and females, indicating that the gender gap is potentially narrowing.
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14 vs. 21 vs. 28-year-
3. Age & Sex olds Y Male vs. Female + \We were not able to explore how stigma potentially differs for cannabis consuming gender minorities due to design limitations.
e + These findings have potential to reduce barriers to treatment-seeking, decrease shame towards cannabis consumption, and increase
. knowledge around safer-use for at-risk populations by better understanding stigma in the community.
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